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Storytelling in Medicine
This is a collection of pieces 

published over seven years  
in The Permanente Journal— 
a national, peer-reviewed journal 
of medical science, social sci-
ence in medicine, and medical 
humanities—circulated in print 
to 30,000 individuals quarterly,  
and on the Web to 500,000 
unique Web readers in 2007 from 
all 160 countries of the world. 

This anthology presents several 
forms of narrative in medicine—
essay, commentary, case study, 
journalism, stories, poems, jour-
nals, and research—that  
seek to make a point, explore the 
particular, gain perspective, or 
discover meaning in medicine 
more powerfully through relating  
a story than by exposition alone. 
Storytelling is an art of medicine.

Storytelling is Medicine 
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