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Rudolph’s Pediatrics, 21st edition
by Colin D Rudolph, Abraham M Rudolph, Margaret K Hostetter,
George Lister, and Norman | Siegel, editors

t 2688 pages—the weight of a healthy, 13-pound

infant—this pediatrics textbook is packed with
information on all aspects of children’s health and dis-
ease. Using the expertise of a strong team of coeditors
at Yale University, the Rudolph family continues a tra-
dition of editorial excellence backed by more than 100
years of experience—the experience contained in 20
previous editions of this classic pediatric work.

The book is divided into 27 chapters covering nor-
mal childhood development and psychosocial issues,
the pathology of every organ or body system, and
topics that include immunology, rheumatology, infec-
tious diseases, cancer, and metabolic disorders. The
choice of associate editors and of
nearly 500 contributors is a Who’s Who
of the academic pediatrics world and
assures that the quality of each chap-
ter is uniformly well written, informa-
tive, and able to provide sufficient
background information for the se-
lected topic, both in content and in
the amount of information provided.

The editors have performed superbly
in assembling this information coher-
ently and rationally. From my own particular point of
reference as a pediatric endocrinologist, I found the
endocrine section first-rate. A pediatric endocrine fel-
low would do well to put the topic into perspective by
reading this section just before obtaining certification.
This strategy applies to all other pediatric subspecialists.

In a book with so many contributors, duplication can
be expected. After all, repetition is appropriate in this
sort of reference book, which readers are likely to con-
sult by chapter and thus may rightfully expect to be
internally coherent. Such coherence may be expected,
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for example, in the six pages about biochemical diag-
nosis of inborn errors of metabolism which appear in
the chapter positioned immediately before the 114-page
chapter on metabolic disorders.

In contrast to the book’s many chapters on special-
ized topics, some general chapters (eg, Chapter 7,
“Complex Decisions in Pediatric Care”) offer a brief,
insightful account of topics that rarely receive the
attention necessary in busy inpatient situations, where
diagnostic and procedural activities occupy most of
a physician’s time.

Thus, this publication is indeed an outstanding pedi-
atric textbook despite the negative aspects inherent in
all textbooks: being out of date (in
this case, by three years); repeating
topics (a feature inherent in nearly any
book with multiplicity of topics and
contributors); and only minimally
mentioning important topics that are
almost impossible to discuss exten-
sively within given space limitations.

Rudolph’s Pediatrics definitely should
be part of all reference libraries in medi-
cal schools and hospitals. However, in
our changing times, use of this comprehensive textbook
by practicing pediatricians would probably be directly
related to the user’s age, which in turn is likely to reflect
the user’s computer skills. I suspect that for senior pe-
diatricians trained before the advent of the computer
age, Rudolph’s will be the first reference used when the
need for information arises. In contrast, younger
physicians—whose clerkships almost certainly included
use of computers linked to computer networks—may
tend to turn first to the Internet for quick, convenient
access to up-to-date information. [J
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