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he Institute of Medicine’s report,
Health Professions Education:

A Bridge to Quality,' identified five
core competencies for all clinical
disciplines, including the delivery
of care by a multdisciplinary team.
It is essential that clinicians learn
and share with each other their re-
spective discipline’s research and
clinical expertise so that we can con-
tinuously improve our ability to
work together as a team on be-
half of our patients and members.
Nurses have a long tradition of
collaboration with physicians and
members of the clinical team in
the care and management of our

members and patients at Kaiser
Permanente. In today’s complex
health care environment, the smooth
functioning of multidisciplinary
teams is critical to providing safe,
high-quality care.

With this second issue of distribu-
tion of The Permanente Journal to
nurses, I encourage you to do your
part to enhance the continuing excel-
lence of the clinical multidisciplinary
teams at Kaiser Permanente by tak-
ing full advantage of this opportu-
nity to participate in this publication.
Read the articles, and think about
the application to your daily prac-
tice. Share your insights with each

other, and consider contributing an
article. T welcome your feedback
about the value of The Permanente
Journal in your professional prac-
tice. Enjoy, learn, and share. [
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Circulation Note

Even though the editors and staff of The Permanente Journal know
our circulation numbers well, readers may not. With the addition
of nurses to the circulation, the journal is now directly sent to 27,000
people. In addition, in 2003, the journal Web site had an average

of 47,000 hits per month.
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